
 

On September 30
th

 the Canterbury Civil 

Defence Emergency Management (CDEM) 

was alerted about a tsunami generated by an 

8.3 magnitude earthquake near Samoa. All 

homes in low lying areas of Governors Bay, 

Rapaki and Teddington were contacted to 

confirm the arrival time of the tsunami 

(11.55am) and what action to take. 

Fortunately, the impact was minimal, but it 

was a timely reminder for the public of Civil 

Defence community welfare responsibilities. 

 

During any emergency declaration, Civil 

Defence responds by opening up the local 

sector post at Governors Bay School to help 

displaced people, evacuees and provide help 

or information. Civil Defence operates 

alongside the Fire Service and St John‟s 

Ambulance. Fully trained local volunteers run 

the sector post. The team has two sections: 

Support and Welfare. The Support Section 

handles communications, security of the 

Sector Post and the situations unit. The 

Welfare Section handles reception duties, 

catering and first aid. The Sector Post has a 

radio for CDEM communication to the 

Diamond Harbour Sector Post, Lyttelton Area 

Welfare and Co-ordination Centres and the 

City Emergency Operations Centre. 

 

If a disaster is declared affecting the local 

community, and if there is sufficient time, the 

fire siren will sound 3 one minute bursts to 

alert residents. As not all residents can hear  

 

the siren  the phone tree for affected areas will 

be used. If you are concerned that you may 

not be on our phone list please ring Debbie. 

Remember, the inside back cover of The 

Yellow Pages has instructions on what to do 

in emergencies. 

 

Soon all residents will be receiving a Civil 

Defence Resource list to fill out, water storage 

information and a “Get Ready Get Thru" 

pamphlet. Please complete the resource form 

even if you have filled one out in the past, this 

will update our records. This form will also be 

available via email. These forms are 

confidential for the use of the Civil Defence 

Team only. 

 

Civil Defence offer NZQA recognised training 

(at levels 2 & 3) in Emergency Preparedness, 

Emergency Welfare and Emergency 

Communications as well as participation in 

Disaster Exercises. For the more adventurous 

there are Civil Defence Rescue Teams in the 

city. 

 

The Governors Bay, Diamond Harbour and 

Lyttelton Civil Defence Teams meet monthly 

at the Lyttelton Recreation Centre on the first 

Thursday of every month from 5.30pm to 

6.30pm. New volunteers are always welcome. 

If you would like more information about 

Civil Defence contact Debbie by phoning 

3299 049 or email debbie@sandybay.co.nz 

Debbie Sherriff 

 

This Sunday 8 November at the fire station 

we will be having a Neighbourhood Support 

(NS) and Civil Defence awareness gathering. 

It will be an opportunity to get to know more 

people in our community. You will learn how 

you may benefit from being part of a NS 

group, what to do in the event of a community 

calamity and how these aspects (NS and Civil 

Defence) are jointly promoting community 

safety. 

Governors Bay Community Association 

 

Contacts for further information: 

Neighbourhood Support - Larry and Lynn 

Anderson 3299 962 , landly@xtra.co.nz;  

Civil Defence, - Debbie Sherriff 3299 049, 

debbie.sherriff@ccc.govt.nz. 

If you would like to stay for the BBQ, please 

RSVP by Friday 6
th

 November to Kate Bould, 

3299 846, kbould@rnzfb.org.nz.  

 

Programme: 

10:00am Introductions. Meet new 

people, view  displays  

11:00 am  Patrick Creasey of 

Neighbourhood Support 

Canterbury 

12:00 am Andrew Norris on the role of 

the fire service and Debbie 

Sherriff on local Civil 

Defence. Presenters are 

available for questions.  

12:30-2pm BBQ  
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December issue 
 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

early and include events for 
all of the festive and holiday 

seasons. The deadline for 
contributions is Friday 4 

December and the mailed 
issue will be in your letterbox 
by Wednesday 9 December.  

 
Please make sure I have your 

material in time. 
 

The following issue will be in 
early February or early 

March, depending on how 

much material is received. 
The Editor 

 

 

Governors Bay Civil Defence 

Neighbourhood support ς BBQ this weekend 
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Call outs for September and October have 

been 7. These included: a fire in some trees 

started by ashes that were not cold; a motor 

cycle accident involving injury; two motor 

vehicle accidents; a runaway car (no driver) 

that ended up against a bank; a false alarm 

grass fire on the summit road; and a large 

truck securely jammed across the main road at 

Zephyr Terrace. 

 

Earlier in August 

the Brigade had 

two unusual 

calls, one to a 

horse stuck in 

mud (photo), the 

other to a man 

stuck up a tree. 

Both could be 

saved and these 

events provided 

plenty of variety 

for the team. 

 

Medical calls are becoming more frequent 

causing the Brigade to increase its training. 

From the 12
th

 of November we will be training 

every Thursday night. Every month the first 

Thursday will be spent on First Aid; the third 

Thursday will be spent helping members to 

maintain skill levels on the huge array of 

required competencies, while the second and  

fourth Thursdays will be normal training 

nights. The fifth Thursday, when it occurs, we 

have training or have a guest speaker.

On 10
th

 October the brigade, colleagues, 

friends and families gathered at Living 

Springs for a to celebrate the award of a Gold 

Star to our Chief Andrew Norris. It is a just 

reward for Andrew and his family for the 

untold hours they have put in over Andrew‟s 

25 years of service. Andrew was also 

presented with a Gold Bar for long service and 

good conduct over 21 years. 

 

Other members 

also achieved 

awards. A Gold 

Bar was received 

by Station 

Officer Gilbert 

Stace for long 

service and good 

conduct over 35 

years. Medals for 

long service and 

good conduct 

over 14 years 

were presented to 

Deputy Chief Jeremy Talbot, Station Officer 

Mark Gebbie and Fire fighter Martyn Stanley. 

Qualified Fire fighter Shane Edwards received 

his three year certificate. Hugh MacEwan, of 

the Rural Section of the Brigade, received his 

Silver medal for five years of service 

 

We welcome to our ranks new rural fire 

fighters Mike Ross and Annabelle Bain. 

Doug George 

 

Sunday 14
th

 March 2010, Allandale Domain 

(opposite Living Springs) 

The Governors Bay Fete, supported by the 

Governors Bay Community Association, is 

becoming a tradition and is an important 

fundraiser. Mark this date in your calendar 

and come to a fun family day.  

Sections include: art; photography; pavlova 

challenge; spud in a bag competition; adult; 

youth; and preschool. 

The poetry competition will be judged by 

Margaret Mahy. 

Contact Sandra 3299 322 or Annabelle 3299 

712 for more information. 

More details in the December Newsletter. 

Rainfall Statistics 

2009 Avg since 1990 

Month mm Days mm Days 

August 69.9 13 113.10 15.75 

September 41.4 12 67.11 12.85 

October 

(to date) 

138.5 18 72.88 13.70 

Year total (to date) 944.9 (2008 was 973.20) 
 

September – Another month of two portions. 

First ⅔ was hot, dry, sunny and calm with 

cool nights and 2 days of strong winds.  

The last ⅓ was cool, wet, overcast, with 

average wind and cold nights. Recorded 6 

frosts, 2 strong winds. 
 

October – has been a cool, wet, overcast 

month, mainly with light winds, strongly 

influenced by South Westerlies, rather than 

the more familiar hot North Westerlies. This 

resulted in cooler temperatures and reduced 

sunshine. Recorded 1 frost, 2 hail and 3 times 

snow on the hills. 

David Stemmer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

... these events 
provided plenty of 

variety for the team. 

Governors Bay Volunteer Fire Brigade Report 

 

From our Weatherman 

 

Governors Bay Fete 
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Spring is a time for a big tidy-up and we‟ve found a large number of things that are no longer 

needed but might be useful to someone else. So we are organising a community event with 

simultaneous garage sales in the entire Bay on  

Saturday, December 5th, 2009, 8.30 am – 12.30 pm, which will: 

 be lots of fun  

 attract people from town  

 help clear out your house and garage  

 add to our sustainability approach  

 bring some extra money into the kitty before Christmas  

 raise money for the Clown Doctors New Zealand Trust 

 

More information about The Clown Doctors New Zealand Trust: on 

www.rotenaseninternational.com or www.clowndoctors.org.nz 

Thomas & Andrea Petschner 

 

See separate page with Registration Form in this Newsletter 

 

 

Stoddart‟s Cottage in Diamond Harbour has 

just hosted a “Doves and Defences” exhibition 

as part of the events of BECA Heritage Week. 

The exhibition was made possible by a 

generous grant from BECA Engineering 

Consultancy. 

 

The 1860s cottage (photo) was the birthplace 

and home of one of New Zealand's finest 19
th

 

century botanic artists – Margaret Stoddart.  

 

Originally restored in the late 1980‟s/early 

1990‟s, it now 

contains prints of 

Margaret‟s work 

and has been 

partially 

decorated in 

period style. The 

cottage requires 

further work, and 

Christchurch City 

Council (CCC) is 

currently 

working with the 

Cottage Trust 

developing a restoration and maintenance 

plan.  

 

Photographs, documents, memorabilia and 

stories from both wartime and peacetime were  

donated by the local community. Much of the 

material was on show for the first time and the 

breadth of the display provided a fascinating 

insight into human endeavour, perseverance 

and bravery.  

 

An open forum was held on Saturday 24 

October, where people shared family stories, 

their own experiences and enjoyed 

refreshments. We welcomed Lachie Griffin 

who autographed copies of his book.  

That evening “Casablanca” was screened in a 

replication of a 40‟s night at the “flicks” 

complete with Jaffas, ice cream cornets, 

usherettes and period songs provided by Trish 

Waters and The Diamond Harbour Singers 

during the interval. Many people wore 

beautiful period outfits and everyone entered 

the spirit of the 

evening. We 

videoed the event 

and will make a 

permanent record 

of it for future 

generations.  

 

Stoddart‟s 

Cottage is 

managed by a 

voluntary Trust 

and is funded 

entirely by 

donations. The cottage is available for hire for 

exhibitions by artists and craftspeople. Most 

Sundays Annie Baxter‟s Victorian Teas are 

available with maids in period costume.  

 

For details of the Trust and cottage, upcoming 

events, becoming a Friend of the Cottage or 

making donations (cash or Victoriana) please 

visit our website: www.stoddartscottage.co.nz 

Jane Smith 
  

Governors Bay Garage Sale Trail 
A fundraiser event for The Clown Doctors New Zealand Trust 

 

5ƻǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŦŜƴŎŜǎ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ {ǘƻŘŘŀǊǘΩǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Clown Doctors  
New Zealand Trust 
www.clowndoctors.org.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Send an email request 
to the editor at 

eriknz@gmail.com  
to receive the 

Newsletter by email  
in full colour. 
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About 200 plants were added to the Ohinetahi 

Reserve recently, mainly around the Ngaio 

Track area. Rabbits and weather have taken 

their toll on some of the tender species but 

overall the success rate has been high. Thanks 

to Steve and Eleanor Woof for their kind 

donation of surplus plant cages. 

 

The natural regeneration far exceeds our own 

efforts now that we have a good programme 

of pest control in the Reserve. We are 

progressively destocking the reserve allowing 

bracken to invade the pasture and provide a 

nursery for native species. 

While it looks scrappy for some years, it is an 

important part of the regeneration process. 

Now is a good time to enjoy the tracks, and 

it's good to see locals taking advantage of the 

reserve. Do supervise your dogs in the reserve. 

The bait stations have toxic baits for rats and 

possums.  

 

The Summit Road Society welcomes new 

members and appreciates the continuing 

support of many local residents. Annual 

subscriptions are $20 individual, $35 family. 

See www.summitroadsociety.org.nz or contact 

Tony 3299 868 for an application form.  

Tony Edney 

Weed Watch. The volunteer weed team of the 

Governors Bay Landcare Group have new 

fluorescent jackets. Previously working in the 

bush they are now working on the foreshore 

close to Jetty Road, and their jackets make 

them visible to traffic and passers-by. The 

team is removing boneseed from the banks 

above the foreshore. Despite its pretty yellow 

flowers, it is a very invasive plant rapidly 

covering hillsides and displacing all other 

plants. In autumn the banks will be planted to 

keep them stable and attractive. Boneseed is 

popping up in gardens around the bay as a 

result of birds spreading the seed. If you are  

not sure if you have boneseed, we will check 

it for you and take it out if you wish. There is 

good information available on boneseed on 

the ECAN website: www.ecan.govt.nz/weeds. 

 

Old Man's Beard is shooting away again in 

some places. Please be vigilant about 

removing this. A huge amount of work has 

been done to control this invasive weed and 

only by keeping at it will we keep it out of our 

bush areas. The Landcare Group has 

information available as well as herbicide gel 

for $10 donation. Please contact Sally: 3299 

752 or sally.tripp@xtra.co.nz. 

 

Governors Bay Landcare Group 
 

 

Miles Giller, North Canterbury Representative 

of the QE II National Trust will speak and 

show slides on conservation efforts around 

Governors Bay and Banks Peninsula on 

Tuesday 10 November, at 7.30 pm in the 

Community Hall. Miles is a keen botanist and 

has wide experience of flora and fauna in our 

area. The QE II Trust is an organisation that 

works for the benefit of conservation 

alongside other groups. Progress is being 

made to give wide protection to our special 

natural places. This is a great opportunity to 

learn more, and everyone is welcome. 

Governors Bay Landcare Group 

(version August 2009) 

Additions and Amendments 
In response to our recent delivery of the 

Governors Bay telephone list, please note the 

additions and amendments as listed below. 

You may wish to make these changes in your 

copy of the telephone list. 

 

 

For notification of further additions or 

amendments, please email 

governorsbaycommunity@gmail.com or 

phone Frances on 3299 560, and we will print 

these in the next newsletter.We apologise for 

any inconvenience. 

 

Amend Name 

Bannock J & G 3299 923 

Amend Number 

Jamison S 3299 791 

McLeod L 3299 791 

Add 

Calvert A 3299 666 

Calvert M 3299 751 

Chambers H 3299 561 

George D & M 3299 365 

Situe R & H 3299 050 

Talbot J & J 3299 163 

Walker A & G 3299 989 

 

GBCA  
  

 
 
 
 

 
summitroadsociety.org.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Boneseed 
 
 

Governors Bay Landcare Group 

Summit Road Society 

Landcare Group Community 
Meeting 

Governors Bay Telephone List 
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Change 

Most people hate change. Everyone wants 

things to stay the same but still get better. But 

life isn‟t like that and every now and then life 

gets uncomfortable and it is one‟s own choice 

as to how this is dealt with. Life can only get 

better for it or worse but it won‟t ever be the 

same again. That‟s what is so great about 

change. 

 

On the 17
th

 of this month the new Real Estate 

Agents Act 2008 comes into force. The 

industry from that date will be governed by 

The Real Estate Authority rather than the Real 

Estate Institute of New Zealand. That will 

bring change and about time too. The old Act 

was cobbled together in a very different time 

in 1976. It too, brought about significant 

changes after a long period and probably 

seemed radical at the time. Maximum fines of 

$750.00 would have been a deterrent to the 

unscrupulous then, but have long since ceased 

to act as such.  

 

There have already been lots of column inches 

written about the new Act so I may as well 

add my two cents worth. What is good about it 

is that it demands transparency where there 

was none before; it demands continuing 

education and training for all practitioners; it 

altogether demands a higher level of customer  

care and responsibility or serious fines and/or 

compensation can be enforced.  

 

It is not perfect legislation however, but then 

what legislation is first up? Property 

Management does not fall under the umbrella 

of this legislation despite its architect, ex MP 

Clayton Cosgrove, being constantly and 

urgently urged by members of both industries 

to include it. As always sellers and buyers will 

be urged to consult their lawyer (on legal 

issues please, not on subjective ones) and 

under the new Act penalties will be imposed if 

Guidelines determined by The Authority are 

not followed at time of listing a property for 

sale. There will also be a 24 hour cooling off 

period, good news for those home owners who 

have signed an agency agreement just so they 

could get off to bed. It is not retrospective, 

however, but you will be safe the next time. 

 

If you would like to know How to Get the 

Highest Price for your Property call me for a 

free copy of this book. It shows you how to 

present your property for sale and gives you 

tips on how to select, and work with, a real 

estate agent. It‟s free – no charge or 

obligation. 

 

Happy Spring Time. 

Min Sarginson 

 

Governors Bay Preschool is open 9.00 am 

until 1.00 pm Monday – Friday, during school 

terms. We have spaces available most days for 

children from 2½ - 5 years. Both Free Early 

Childhood Hours and WINZ subsidies are 

available. Parents of children under 2½ are 

most welcome to come and stay with their 

children; this is an opportunity to meet up 

with other parents and the staff. 

 

At Governors Bay Preschool we plan the 

programme around the children‟s interests. 

Our current focus is Dramatic Play. Within 

this focus there are opportunities for 

exploration, communication, contribution, 

well-being and belonging (the strands of the 

Early Childhood Curriculum). The children 

are involved in activities such as, number-

related songs and rhymes, baking activities, 

clay modelling and mask making, cultural 

events and many other educational activities. 

 

We look forward to your enquiries, for Term 4 

and the new year; feel free to contact Cathy 

and Jenine on 3299 801 after 1.00 pm. 

The teens have been busy over the last couple 

of months. They attended a 2 hour session 

learning safety and climbing techniques at 

'The Roxx climbing centre thanks to the Small 

Grants' funding (training) from CCC. The 

Roxx team was awesome, and other climbers 

were also very informative. New equipment, 

also from the Small Grants' fund, was 

unpacked and tried out. The game of croquet 

was definitely not cricket but a good laugh. 

The music system, blender, and popcorn 

maker got the big thumbs up.  

 

The sessions for the rest of this term are:  

6 November Orienteering in Victoria Park;  

20 November Christmas Gifts at the Fire 

Station;  

4 December First Aid with Rick Eisenhart at 

the Fire Station;  

18 December jetty jumping (weather 

permitting).  

If you wish to go on the e-mail list contact  

Viv Smith at hobnobsoe@yahoo.co.nz 

  

On the Market  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New 
Real Estate Agents 

Act 2008 
comes into force 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Astronaut training 
at Preschool 

 

Governors Bay Preschool Governors Bay Youth Club 
(Years 7-13) 
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SWIMMING POOL 
The pool committee is having 2 working bees 

this year as the pool needs painting. The first 

is this Friday morning, 6 November for 

preparation of the pool and grounds upkeep. 

The following Saturday 14 November we will 

need assistance to paint the pool. 

If you can help, call Mike Smith on 3299 670. 
 

FREE BOATING SAFETY CHECKS 
Bring your boat for a free Boating Safety 

Check at the Naval Point Yacht Club Lyttelton 

on November 8
th

, 8.30am – 2.00 pm. Includes 

vessel, trailer and all safety equipment. Flare 

demonstration 1 – 2 pm.  

Joanne Glassford, Coastguard Boating 

Education, 3390 318, 0800 408090 or 027 339 

0442  
 

COFFEE GROUP 
We have a coffee group for parents and 

children which meets fortnightly on Tuesdays 

from 10 am to noon. The next meeting is 17 

November. Contact Vanessa Ross (3299 802) 

for details. 
  

THE WELCOME MAT 
This opportunity to share a light meal 

(provided), and get to know other members of 

the community, is becoming established as a 

regular monthly happening. All are welcome 

to come and join us at the Community Hall on 

the fourth Wednesday of each month, at noon. 

Next one is 25 November. Knowing probable 

numbers for catering would be helpful, but 

you are welcome even if you haven't let us 

know you‟re coming. A gold coin donation is 

appreciated. 
 

The December Welcome Mat will be a week 

early, on 16th December. Would anyone be 

prepared to donate a half or whole ham for 

this meal? 
 

For more information, or transport to the meal, 

please phone Gail (3299 212) or Vanessa 

(3299 802). 
 

WOMEN'S GROUP 
The next meeting is on Thursday 5th 

November, 7.30 pm, at the Fire Station. Come 

and find out about some of the interesting 

people who live in Governors Bay, share light 

refreshments and socialise. Gold coin 

donation please. 

Future meeting dates: The Fire Station will no 

longer be available on Thursdays. We need to 

decide when and where future meetings will 

be held next year. Keep an eye on this 

newsletter and check the GBCA website for 

details, www.governorsbay.net.nz. 

Any enquiries to Gail (3299 212) or Vanessa 

(3299 802) 

 

ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH 
We welcome all, whether this is your first or 

thousandth time in church. You are welcome 

whatever your level of faith. Our vicar, the 

Reverend Indrea Alexander, leaves the parish 

to move to St Mary's Timaru in November. 

Her final service in the parish will be on 

Sunday 15
th

 November, 10.30am, at St 

Andrew's Church in Diamond Harbour, 

followed by a shared lunch. All are welcome. 

Whilst a new vicar is being sought, services at 

all Churches in the parish will continue as 

usual. 

Family Worship: 10.30 am on the second 

Sunday of each month i.e. 8th November; 

13th December; 10th January; 14th February. 

This is all-age, inter-denominational worship 

followed by morning tea. Come expecting 

something different! 

Formal Worship: 9.00 am each Sunday 
Being a co-operating congregation, this 

will be variously in the Anglican, Methodist, 

or Presbyterian traditions.  

Christmas Programme in next Newsletter 
 

Local contact person is Derek Truscott (3200 

884); for Family Services contact Gail Weaver 

(3299 212) or Vanessa Ross (3299 802) 

Website: mountherbertparish.wordpress.com 

Gail Weaver 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 
Email items for this section to 

anne_mackay@xtra.co.nz or fax to 3299 597. 
 

FREE boat wreck. With a lively imagination 

and a coat of paint it could make for a „nice‟ 

garden feature. Located at 1 Cresswell Ave 

(behind the community hall). First in, first 

served. Contact Mike Harris 3299 390.  
 

Babysitters available. Mature and reliable. 

Phone Julia or Anne 3299 589. 
 

Lawn & Garden Service 

Local nurseryman with over 20 years 

experience (recently redundant). Lawns, 

gardens, hedges, roses, trees, shrubs, fruit 

trees. Will do trimming, mowing, edging, 

pruning, spraying. 

Phone Garry Benson 3299 456. 
 

Found 

A pair of sunglasses has been found along the 

foreshore track. If these are yours contact 

Jocelyn on 3299 565.  
 

We recently found a camera in the vicinity of 

the school. If it could be yours, phone Peter 

Gough 3299 735, describe the camera and 

some of the recent photos on it. 

GBCA Committee 
Chairperson 
Frances James 3299 560 
Secretary 
Heather Bundy 3299 750 
Treasurer 
David Stemmer 3299 638 
 
Committee 
Annabell Bain Kate Bould 
Stuart Bould Helen Chambers 
Janet Gough Mike Harris 
Sue MacEwan Anne Mackay 
Bill Mortlock Nick Preston 
Erik Vermaat 
 
GBCA Meetings 
The Committee meets on the 
last Monday every month at 
7:30 p.m. in the Community 
Centre. Contact the Secretary 
for details. 
 

 
Community Centre 

 
The Community Centre is 
available for use by the 
community.  
Contact David Stemmer for 
bookings. Phone 3299 638. 
 

 
Local Service Groups 

 
Civil Defence Sector Post 
Supervisor Debbie Sheriff 
 
GB Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Chief Fire Officer Andrew 
Norris 
Deputy Chief Jeremy Talbot 
 
Lyttelton Harbour Issues 
Group 
Representative Kate Bould 
 
Lyttelton Harbour 
Wastewater Working Party 
Representative Stuart Bould 
 

 
 
 

 


